
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

List of Tables and Figures .....................................................................................v 
 
List of Appendices Referenced in the Report................................................... vii 
 
Resource Room Documents Referenced in the Report .................................. viii 
 
Chapter 1 - Introduction .......................................................................................1 

Accreditation History...................................................................................3 
Audience for the Self-Study Report.............................................................3 
Self-Study Process .......................................................................................3 
Goals of the Self-Study Process...................................................................6 
Resources for the Self-Study Process ..........................................................7 
Surveys.........................................................................................................8 
 

Chapter 2 - Response to 1993 Concerns ............................................................10 
Assessment.................................................................................................10 
Communication..........................................................................................11 

 
Chapter 3 - General Institutional Requirements ..............................................16 

Mission.......................................................................................................16 
Authorization .............................................................................................16 
Governance ................................................................................................17 
Faculty........................................................................................................18 
Educational Program..................................................................................19 
Finances .....................................................................................................20 
Public Information .....................................................................................21 
Conclusion .................................................................................................22 

 
CRITERION ONE 
 "The institution has clear and publicly stated purposes consistent with its 
mission and appropriate to an institution of higher education." 
 

Chapter 4 - Mission and Goals ...........................................................................24 
Institutional Goals......................................................................................27 
Understanding of Mission and Purposes....................................................28 
Freedom of Inquiry ....................................................................................30 

 
Conclusion for Criterion One .............................................................................31 

Strengths 
Concerns 
Issues for the Future 

 
  i 



 

CRITERION TWO 
 "The institution has effectively organized the human, financial and physical 
resources necessary to accomplish its purposes." 
 

Chapter 5 - Governance ......................................................................................34 
Cottey College Board of Trustees..............................................................34 
President and Administrative Council .......................................................37 
Faculty Governance ...................................................................................40 
Faculty Committees ...................................................................................41 
Administrative Staff and Student Involvement in Governance .................42 
Student Government Association ..............................................................43 

 
Chapter 6 - Human Resources............................................................................46 

Faculty........................................................................................................46 
Faculty Demographics ...............................................................................47 
Faculty Salaries..........................................................................................49 
Staff Profile................................................................................................50 
Staff Compensation and Benefits...............................................................51 
Staff Development .....................................................................................52 
Students......................................................................................................52 
Enrollment..................................................................................................53 
Recruitment................................................................................................54 
Retention....................................................................................................55 
Financial Aid..............................................................................................57 
Diversity.....................................................................................................58 

 
Chapter 7 - Financial Resources.........................................................................60 

Operating Budget .......................................................................................60 
Investments ................................................................................................62 
Fund-Raising Resources ............................................................................63 

 
Chapter 8 - Physical Resources ..........................................................................66 

Physical Plant.............................................................................................66 
Security and Safety ....................................................................................68 

 
Chapter 9 - Academic Resources........................................................................72 

Computer Network.....................................................................................72 
Internet and Intranet...................................................................................73 
Academic Computing Services..................................................................73 
Student Computers.....................................................................................74 
Information Resources ...............................................................................75 

 
Conclusion for Criterion Two.............................................................................78 

Strengths 
Concerns 
Issues for the Future 

 
  ii 



 

CRITERION THREE 
 "The institution is accomplishing its educational and other purposes." 
 

Chapter 10 - Academic Program........................................................................82 
Core Curriculum Revision and Degree Addition.......................................84 
Liberal Arts Education...............................................................................85 
Successful Transfer....................................................................................87 
Program Review.........................................................................................90 
Academic Services for Students ................................................................92 
Academic Advising....................................................................................93 
Academic Early Warning...........................................................................94 

 
Chapter 11 - Effective Teaching .........................................................................97 

Evaluations of Teaching ............................................................................97 
Faculty Development .................................................................................99 

 
Chapter 12 - Student Services and Other Programs ......................................102 

Trip to a European City............................................................................102 
Athletic Program......................................................................................103 
Health Services ........................................................................................104 
Counseling ...............................................................................................105 
Spiritual Life ............................................................................................107 
Student Leadership Opportunities............................................................107 
Suite Living..............................................................................................108 
Food Service ............................................................................................109 
Student Traditions....................................................................................110 
Cultural Programs ....................................................................................110 
Effectiveness of Programs and Services ..................................................112 

 
Chapter 13 - Assessment of Student Academic Achievement........................113 

Assessment Committee............................................................................113 
Course Assessment ..................................................................................115 
Assessment Day .......................................................................................116 
Data Analysis ...........................................................................................116 
Feedback Loop.........................................................................................117 
The Levels of Implementation ................................................................119 

 
Chapter 14 - Accomplishing the Goals.............................................................125 

Assessment Measures ..............................................................................125 
Intellectual Ability Goals.........................................................................127 
Store of Knowledge Goals .......................................................................131 
Personal Skills Goals ...............................................................................136 
Next Steps in Assessment of Student Academic Achievement ...............140 

 
Conclusion for Criterion Three ........................................................................141 

Strengths 
Concerns 
Issues for the Future 

 

 
  iii 



 

CRITERION FOUR 
 "The institution can continue to accomplish its purposes and strengthen its 
educational effectiveness."  
 

Chapter 15 - Planning for the Future ..............................................................143 
Strategic Planning ....................................................................................143 
Campuswide Planning Committee...........................................................145 
Financial Planning ...................................................................................146 
Enrollment Planning ................................................................................147 
Facilities and Maintenance Planning .......................................................147 
Technology Planning ...............................................................................149 
Classroom Planning .................................................................................150 
Assessment and Educational Planning.....................................................150 
Carrying Out the Plans.............................................................................151 

 
Conclusion for Criterion Four ..........................................................................152 

Strengths 
Concerns 
Issues for the Future 

 
 
CRITERION FIVE 
 "The institution demonstrates integrity in its practices and relationships." 
 

Chapter 16 - Integrity in Practices and Relationships ...................................153 
Faculty, Staff, and Student Handbooks....................................................153 
Nondiscrimination Policies and Practices................................................154 
Publications..............................................................................................155 
Americans With Disabilities Act .............................................................156 
Intercollegiate Athletics ...........................................................................156 
Contractual Agreements...........................................................................156 
Relationships With Other Institutions......................................................157 
Community Relations ..............................................................................157 
Federal Compliance .................................................................................158 
Third Party Comment ..............................................................................160 
Safety and Security ..................................................................................161 

 
Conclusion for Criterion Five ...........................................................................161 

Strengths 
Concerns 
Issues for the Future 

 
 
SUMMARY AND REQUEST FOR ACCREDITATION...............................162 

 
  iv 



 

List of Tables and Figures 

Table 2.1 - Items Related to Communication.................................................................................14 

Table 4.1 - Items Related to Mission..............................................................................................27 

Table 4.2 - Understanding of the Mission and Goals .....................................................................29 

Table 4.3 - College Goals Support Values, Processes, and Mission ..............................................30 

Table 5.1 - Stability of the Administrative Council .......................................................................38 

Table 5.3 - Faculty Satisfaction With Collaboration......................................................................42 

Table 5.4 - Committees ..................................................................................................................43 

Table 6.1 - Student Satisfaction Items Related to the Faculty........................................................46 

Table 6.2 - Faculty Turnover 1997-2002 .......................................................................................47 

Table 6.3 - Demographic Characteristics of Full-Time Faculty.....................................................48 

Table 6.4 - Equitable Compensation and Benefits .........................................................................49 

Table 6.5 - Number of Employees .................................................................................................50 

Table 6.6 - Student Recruitment, Enrollment, and Academic Qualifications ................................53 

Table 6.7 - Retention .....................................................................................................................56 

Table 6.8 - Financial Aid Statistics ................................................................................................58 

Table 6.9 - Ethnic Diversity ...........................................................................................................59 

Table 9.1 - Library Collections ......................................................................................................76 

Table 10.1 - Divisional Taxonomy.................................................................................................83 

Table 10.2 - Mean Responses From Student Mission and Goals Survey.......................................85 

Table 10.3 - Mean Responses From Academic Program Questionnaire........................................87 

Table 10.4 - Comparison of Graduation Rates ...............................................................................88 

Table 10.5 - Summary of Annual Survey of Graduates .................................................................89 

Table 10.6 - Student Satisfaction With Academic Advising..........................................................94 

Table 10.7 - Student Satisfaction With Academic Services ...........................................................96 

Table 11.1 - ICES Summary of Instructor Ratings ........................................................................98 

Table 11.2 - ICES Summary of Course Ratings.............................................................................98 

Table 11.3 - Student Satisfaction With Aspects of Teaching.........................................................99 

Table 12.1 - Student Visits to Health Services.............................................................................104 

Table 12.2 - Total Students Participating in Individual Counseling ............................................105 

Table 12.3 - Summary of Student Opinion Survey ......................................................................112 

Table 13.1 - Means From Faculty Survey on Levels of Implementation.....................................120 

 
  v 



 

Table 14.1 - Summary of Measures Used to Assess Goals ..........................................................126 

Table 14.2 - COS Items Related to Intellectual Ability Goals .....................................................128 

Table 14.3 - COS Items Related to Store of Knowledge Goals ...................................................131 

Table 14.4 - COS Items Related to Personal Skills Goals............................................................136 

Table 16.1 - Official Cohort Default Rates by Fiscal Year ..........................................................159 

 

Figure 5.1 - Organizational Chart...................................................................................................39 

Figure 7.1 - Operating Budget Compared to Operating Revenue and Expenditures .....................61 

Figure 7.2 - Investment Performance Overview ............................................................................63 

Figure 15.1 - The Planning Process at Cottey ..............................................................................144 

 

 
  vi 



 

Appendices 

  1-A    Self-study plan and goals ....................................................................................................4 

  1-B    List of draft writers and section coordinators.......................................................................5 

  1-C    List of review sub-committees and membership..................................................................5 

  1-D    Note sent to review sub-committees ....................................................................................5 

  1-E    List of questions for focus group members ..........................................................................6 

  1-F    Copies of survey ...................................................................................................................8 

  4-A    List of participants and questions.......................................................................................24 

  4-B    List of membership for mission and goals task force and committees...............................25 

  4-C    Survey and summary of the responses ...............................................................................28 

  5-A    Matrix of membership of the Cottey College Board of Trustees .......................................37 

  5-B    List of membership of College committees 2002-03 .........................................................42 

  6-A    Report on the distribution of recruitment materials ...........................................................55 

  6-B    Financial aid statistics.........................................................................................................57 

  6-C    Ten-year geographic distribution .......................................................................................58 

  7-A    Budget timetable and campus involvement........................................................................60 

  7-B    Financial position and statement of activities.....................................................................62 

  7-C    Vacation College statistics .................................................................................................64 

  7-D    Gift plan and equipment list for 2002-03 ...........................................................................65 

  8-A    Physical Plant maintenance summary ................................................................................66 

10-A    Arts That Liberate ..............................................................................................................82 

10-B    Annual survey of graduates and list of top transfer institutions .........................................88 

10-C    List of articulation/transfer institutions ..............................................................................89 

10-D    List of transfer institutions from the Academic Program Questionnaire............................90 

10-E    Program self-evaluation questions......................................................................................92 

12-A    Summary of evaluations...................................................................................................103 

12-B    List of cultural events and attendance ..............................................................................111 

13-A    List of data analysis groups membership .........................................................................117 

13-B    Guiding questions and seven-column matrix ...................................................................117 

13-C    Survey of the faculty by the Assessment Committee .......................................................118 

14-A    College Outcomes Survey analysis ..................................................................................126 

15-A    Campuswide Planning Committee membership .............................................................145

 
  vii 



 

 
  viii 

Resource Room Documents Referenced in the Report 

 In addition to the materials listed in the Handbook of Accreditation, the following 
will be available in the Resource Room. 
 
 Information related to the surveys referred to in the report 

 Tax exempt status documents 

 Cottey College Board of Trustees Handbook 

 Situation Analysis from the Lawlor Group 

 Constitution, Bylaws, Standing Rules of P.E.O. Sisterhood 

 Student Government Association constitution 

 Faculty salary inquiry 

 Presentation and handouts on measuring institutional financial viability 

 Statement of Investment Policy, Objectives, and Guidelines 

 Transfer concerns compiled from annual survey of graduates 

 Notebook on program review 

 Copy of the Advising Manual and analysis of advising surveys 

 Summaries of London and Paris evaluations 

 Center for Women's Leadership information 

 Event schedules and a CLASS brochure 

 Course assessment reports 

 Information on Assessment Day 

 Data analysis notebooks 

Assessment program progress report 

Analysis of faculty survey on Levels on Implementation 

Copies of the 2000 Strategic Plan and the 1994-95 Strategic Plan 

Strategic Technology plan 

Summary of volunteer and community activities of Cottey faculty and staff 

Commitment to Your Safety brochures 

 


	Cottey College Board of Trustees34
	President and Administrative Council37
	Faculty Committees41
	
	Chapter 7 - Financial Resources60


	Trip to a European City102
	Athletic Program103
	Health Services104
	Counseling105
	Spiritual Life107
	Student Leadership Opportunities107
	Suite Living108
	Food Service109
	Student Traditions110
	Cultural Programs110
	Strengths
	Concerns
	Issues for the Future
	Table 9.1 - Library Collections76
	Table 10.5 - Summary of Annual Survey of Graduates89

